S
ﬂtmﬂt, maﬁmﬁiald Road, and
not far from the company’s present
base on Bolling Road..

The company provided wire mesh
guard products for machinery used

| in the manufacturing of textile
products. Soon the company served

' much of Bradford's textile industry -
providing security products for the
mills which dominated its landscape
It was this line of work the firm was
in when Roger Lewis, the fifth

generation of his family to head the

company, found himself thrown into
g;-’lrhlﬁ the 1960s - at the tender age of
L learned the ropes and at

: its height the business was
| employing a growing workforce, with
giant companies like Lister’s Mill
among his clients.

For a company which dealt with
Lister’s Mill when it was still
producing textiles in massive
quantities, it must be bizarre to see
the once-mighty industrial hive
transformed into chic apartments.

“It dﬂlmuﬂ has come full circle,” he
sai
“Once they were pulling industrial
ings down to make way for flats,
then the:.f were demolishing flats to
make industrial premises and now
we are back to building flats.
“We worked with a lot of the big
ones. At the time there were dozens
of little sheet metal companies in
Bradford, most of them have gone to
the wall now.™
Bradford’s economy, once so
dependent on the textile trade, has
had to adapt and change in
accordance with the times.
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COMPANY: Roger Lewis outside his firm's cumrent headquarters on Bolling Road, Bradford

As the industry began to decline,
Mr Lewis began to see many of the
firms he had worked with shrink or
disappear. He realised his firm also
had to change to survive.

He said: “By the 19705 we noticed
quite a bit of vandalism was being
done more and more to business so
we decided to try and specialise in
tlgg;e area and just built it up from

t 5

“Gradually over about 30 years we
began working more in roller
shutters and collapsible gates.”
Much of his company’s trade today
remains in the UK and Ireland,
although he has overseen the
development of products which
have been shipped to Scandinavia.
The business grew and grew and at
one paint was home to more than 40
workers.

His company provides products to
schools, health centres and
retailers and continues to run a
successfiul business in and around
the Bradford area.

His firm have been located across
several sites in Bradford, always
remaining within the city for which
he has so much affection and
loyalty.

® Continued on facing page

® From facing page
A fire at Henry Lewis’ old
site on Upper Castle Street
led to the firm”s last move
when in 1978 it opened its
current base on Bolling
Road, which has swelled
over the years to more than
4,000 sq ft.

He said: “People and
businesses had more time

for each other then. I had
really good advice from
some of the older guys who
had been around a long
time. But it is a great place
to be based and to do
business.

“It is still reasonable to get
property and as a town [
have great affection for it. I
will always have a home

here. It is _a'fﬂﬁUE-blﬂﬂE."-

However after 45 years in
business in Bradford, Mr
Lewis has decided to make
2007 his last in the boss's
chair as he steps down.
However, this being Henry
Lewis & Sons, a ready-
made successor is already
waiting in the wings.

His daughter, Suzanne, will
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take over in the New Year.
And having worked at the
company for 14 years
already, he has supremse
confidence in her abilities to
continue the family business
tradition of excellence.

“1 never expected her to
come into the business. She
had been working
elsewhere and decided to

leave - she's been here ever
since, She knows every
aspect of the business and

| her hushand works here

too - they're a ready-made
team. She has a young
daughter, too, 50 perhaps
she could become the Tth
generation to take charge.”
e-mail - mark.casci
@bradford.newsquest.co.uk




